
Many FDSN members recognize that the current two-character 
network code needs to expand.  The miniSEED format is a fixed-
length field format and expanding the network code would render 
the format incompatible with the current release.  Such a small, but 
disruptive change affords the opportunity to consider other changes 
to the format, allowing the FDSN to address historical issues and 
create a new foundation for current and future use.
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